
REEL CINEMA FAQs 

1) Why do we need two cinemas in Blackburn? 

 

The Council carried out market research and engaged specialist consultants. The conclusion was 

that there was an untapped market for another cinema located in the Town Centre. Other Town 

Centres are too recognising the value of having both a cinema offer in Town Centre locations 

and on the outskirts of their towns such as Preston/Bury /Bolton. There’s a clear market for 

cinema complexes that are situated on the outskirts of Town Centres, attracting visitors 

because of their convenient access. Cinemas located in the heart of a town centre bring other 

advantages such as helping to boost and compliment the day and night time economy. 

 

2) Why did the Council not look at other options for the site?  

 

Yes the Council looked at various options for the site including student accommodation, 

carpark, old person’s accommodation, College building, retail, restaurants and bars. The market 

research and testing we did highlighted that people would value a Town Centre based cinema. 

 

3) I’ve heard its part of the wider masterplan for the area. What’s included in that? 

 

The cinema is part of the Northgate Regeneration Quarter which includes the Jubilee Square 

(new Public Square in front of the College’s Victoria Building), Blakey Moor (new public realm in 

front of King Georges Hall and upgrade of the Blakey Moor Terrace buildings) and Fabric 

Borders (new highway and pedestrian improvements to link Whalley Range with the Town 

centre) 

 

4) Why did the Council choose Reel? 

 

The Council invited cinema operators to submit bids to run the cinema. Reel were selected in 

competition and offered the best deal. 

 

5) Does Reel own the former Jubilee public house? 

 

Yes, Reel acquired the former Jubilee public house which is opposite the new cinema site and 

has leased the premises to a local publican who has opened the bar in a new format, called the 

Lemon Tree. As well as cinemas, Reel own several entertainment complexes in the country and 

they are interested in other entertainment opportunities in the town.  

 

6) Are the Council giving Reel the building for 20 years? 

 

The Council will be leasing the building to Reel in return for a market rent. After 20 years the 

Council can re-negotiate with Reel to take an additional lease. 

 

7) Will the cinema only show Bollywood films? 

 

Reel was selected as they offered a variety of films for our local population. Reel will show films 

that residents will want to see and will include the latest Blockbuster’s from Hollywood and a 

selection of independent and Bollywood films. 



 

8) Why are the Council paying for the cinema? Why don’t Reel pay? 

 

The Council chose to develop and pay for the cinema building and carparks and retain the 

buildings as an investment within a key location in the Town centre. Reel is a cinema operator 

and not a developer and was not asked to pay for the scheme. It is cheaper for the Council to 

build the cinema as the Council can borrow money at low interest rates therefore making the 

scheme viable and provide a return for the Council based on the lease income? 

 

9) Why have the costs increased from £6.5m to £10m? 

 

It was decided to enhance the scheme by including a new carpark and a new public square. 

 

10) Why do we need another carpark? Who will get the income from the carpark? 

 

The nearby Feilden Street carpark operates at near capacity and therefore the Council are 

building additional spaces to ensure visitors to the area have parking. In addition the Council is 

investing in Electric Vehicle Charging points to ensure residents and visitors can make use of 

those when visiting the Town Centre. The new car park will also allow the existing Barton St car 

park to be brought forward as another development opportunity.  

 

11) Who will build the cinema? 

 

The Council has tendered the construction works using the Council’s Growth Framework. A 

contractor will be selected from one of the following companies; Barnfield, Casey, Eric Wright, 

I&H Brown and Seddon. 

 

12) How will the Council get their money back? 

 

The Council will recover its investment through the rental income from Reel and the car parking 

income from the pay and display car parking 

 

13) Will cinema visitors be able to park for free? 

 

The Council has negotiated a deal with Reel for all cinema customers to use the carparks for 3 

hours for free. This will be based on a validations scheme operated by Reel. 

 

14) Did you not think about catering for the student market in that area like creating a student 

bar hub/other leisure or sporting activities? 

 

Yes, Reel has two leisure units connected to the cinema and will open either a bar, coffee shop, 

dessert bar or restaurant. 

 

15) How will it be used by Blackburn College’s film students? 

 

Reel is having discussions with the College about using the cinema as part of the College 

courses. 

 



16) When will the cinema be open?  

 

It is expected the cinema will be open to the public by Easter 2020. 

  


