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The new £13.5m Blackburn 
Sports and Leisure Centre 
opened its doors to the public  
this month.

The new centre, in Feilden 
Street, opened on Monday, March 9 
two weeks after 
Waves Water 
Fun Centre 
closed.

It is the 
end of an era 
for Waves 
which was 
opened by 
P r i n c e s s 
Anne more 
than 25 years 
ago.

D e s p i t e 
difficult financial times the council 
has worked innovatively in 
partnership with Blackburn College 
to share the cost of bringing a new 
leisure facility into the heart of the 
borough. 

REPLACING WAVES

A study was carried out that 
estimated it would cost £8.3m to 
refurbish the dilapidated Waves 
building. However working in 

partnership with the college has 
meant a similar level of investment 
from the council has secured a 
purpose built new leisure centre. 
This has the additional benefit of two 
new sports halls that could not have 

been afforded 
via a council 
only funded 
project.

MODERN 
FACILITIES 

 The new 
centre, which 
will be the 
envy of other 
places across 

the region, 
combines the best of both worlds, 
with its modern sports facilities 
including dance/aerobic studio, 
health suite, sports halls and sports 
science lab together with the new 
swimming pools, water fun zone, 
children’s play area and the flumes. 

Students from the college and 
community sports groups have 
been using the dry side of the 
centre since last year. Work on the 
new pools is due to be complete in 
the next few weeks.

REBECCA’S VISIT

Olympic freestyle swimmer 
Rebecca Adlington OBE will 
officially open the  Sports and 
Leisure Centre on March 20.

 After the official unveiling of 
the plaque, invited guests will 
enjoy a tour of the new facilities 
and around 100 school students, 
along with representatives from 
the sports clubs and organisations 
from Blackburn with Darwen’s 
Community Sports Forum, will 
take part in a question and answer 
session with Rebecca.

Waves will be demolished 
next month and the site sold for 
development by the council as part 
of ongoing regeneration of the town 
centre. The deSign inCLudeS:

• Six lane, 25-metre pool
• A learner small pool, screenable for single gender 

use with a moveable floor
• Two aqua-catchers
• Children’s water play zone
• An 80 station fitness suite
• A dance/aerobics studio with a sprung floor
• Sauna and steam rooms
• Two four-court sports halls
• A sports science lab for college use

Rebecca Adlington

SpLaSH!
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Shuttle 
goes 

online
-  page 16

- Councillor Damian Talbot

“DESPITE FACING MASSIVE BUDGET 
CUTS THE COUNCIL HAS JOINED 
FORCES WITH THE COLLEGE TO FORM 
A UNIQUE PARTNERSHIP TO MAKE
                         SURE OUR RESIDENTS
                           HAVE THE BEST
                            FACILITIES AND     
                            OPPORTUNITIES
                             AROUND”
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Dear Resident

For all of  us living in Blackburn with Darwen there will be no increase to the part of  

Council Tax which funds services provided by Blackburn with Darwen Council. This  

is because we believe we need to do everything we can to keep the cost of  living 

down, even though we know it means we will have to cut the services people  

value and need.

Your Council continues to face very challenging financial circumstances due to  

drastic Government cuts to its core funding, as well as increasing demands and 

pressures. So far, since 2010, we have had to cut £70 million, with a further cuts of   

£31m savings needed over 3 years to balance our budget. That’s a total of  £101  

million removed from our local economy.

We are doing everything possible to re-think how we deliver services to reduce the 

impact felt by residents. After consulting residents, the priorities we have set to  

serve the 147,300 residents and 60,251 households in the borough are:

  Creating more jobs and supporting business growth

  Improving housing quality and building more houses

  Improving health and wellbeing

  Improving outcomes for our young people

  Safeguarding the most vulnerable people

  Making your money go further

We will continue to talk to you about where and how these cuts are implemented  

and also keep you updated on all the vital investment projects for our area. During  

this year’s consultation we made extra effort to include our younger residents.

Thousands of people continue to be involved in community Your Call activities  

which remains an important way of working with the Council and helps ensure  

we can continue to help improve lives and look after the area. The annual report  

tells the story of those getting involved.

For more information see the Council’s website: www.blackburn.gov.uk

Councillor Andy Kay

Executive member for Resources

People have shown great  
community spirit and got involved  

to make the borough a better place

Bringing investment, jobs, housing and 

support for business remains at the 

heart of our plans

The most expensive areas are adult  
social care and children’s services
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FIRST CLASS 

Councillor Damian Talbot, 
Executive Member for Culture, 
Leisure and Young People said: 
“Waves was state of the art when 
it first opened more than 25 years 
ago and has provided a lot of fun 
for a lot of people over the years. 

“Since then, people’s needs 
and the facilities or activities 
available to us have changed 
dramatically and the new sports 
and leisure centre will be first 
class venue for the borough.

“Sports facilities and activities 
at the new centre will be second 
to none but we will not lose the 
fun side and I am sure the new 
pool and flumes will bring visitors 
from far and wide – just as Waves 
has done over the years.”

For more information, log onto 
www.blackburnleisurecentre.
com

Olympic freestyle swimmer 
Rebecca Adlington is delighted 
to be opening the new Blackburn 
Sports and Leisure Centre on 
March 20.

 She said: “I’m delighted to be 
invited to open Blackburn’s new sports 
and leisure centre. I hope the fantastic 
facilities available will help to encourage 
students and the public to get involved 
in sport and enjoy keeping fit for a 
healthier lifestyle.”
 A special opening weekend of 
events is being held on Saturday 

and Sunday, March 20 and 21. 
Visitors will get the chance to try out 
a host of free activities and swim 
with top Olympic athletes. Booking 
is essential for many of the events. 

To book and find out more, log 
onto wwww.blackburnleisure.com 
or www.facebook.com/BlackburnS 
portsandLeisureCentre

INVESTMENT

 Blackburn with Darwen Council 
leader Kate Hollern said: “The Council 
has invested heavily in leisure services 
to make sure our residents, young and 
old, have access to the best facilities 
around. Improving participation in 
sport and health and wellbeing is 

a major priority for the Council. We 
have joined forces with the college in 
a unique partnership to ensure that 
our investment is spent wisely for the 
benefit of the borough and our residents 
reap the health benefits.”

 Damian Stewart, Curriculum Area 
Manager for Sport at Blackburn College, 
said: “Having Rebecca, a distinguished 
olympian, come and speak to our sport 
students and open our £13.5m Sport 
and Leisure centre is great as she can 
pass on her advice and experience to 
the students.”

 Councillor Damian Talbot, 
Executive Member for Culture, Leisure 
and Young People said: “I am sure the 
new pool and flumes will bring visitors 
from far and wide – just as Waves has 
done over the years.”

oLyMpiC freeStyLe SwiMMer Set to 
opeN BLaCkBurN’S New SportS CeNtre

“i Hope tHe faNtaStiC 
faCiLitieS avaiLaBLe 
wiLL HeLp to eNCourage 
StudeNtS aNd tHe puBLiC 
to get iNvoLved iN Sport 
aNd eNJoy keepiNg fit for a 
HeaLtHier LifeStyLe”
- Rebecca Adlington OBE

investment update

New CatHedraL Quarter takeS SHape

The Cathedral Quarter 
construction works for the 
Office and hotel, public square 
and gardens are still on track 
to complete by the end of 
September 2015.

ROOF AND FLOOR 
COMPLETED

The hotel and office buildings 
steelwork, roof and concrete 
floors have been completed and 
cladding is well underway. The 
next few months will see the glass 

installed and works start to take 
place inside the buildings. 

The Cathedral Court 
development including residential 
accommodation for the Clergy, 
offices, library and refectory is  
likely to be completed  a little later 
with end of October targeted.

USING LOCAL SUPPLIERS

The steel frame for the Clergy 
Court is being erected from 
February onwards and Sunday 
8th February saw the foundation 
stone laid as part of a county wide 
celebration held in the Cathedral. 

There is a focus on using local 

suppliers and the contract for the 
glass for the office and hotel has 
been awarded to a Blackburn 
company, SG Aluminium.

IMPROVING ROADS

Highways works to improve 
the pavements and roads around 
the area on Salford and Jubilee 
Street will continue well into 
Spring with estimated completion 
around May. Traffic management 
will need to be in place at certain 
sections throughout much of this 
period to ensure pedestrian safety 
is paramount. 

PREMIER INN

Premier Inn signage has now 
been installed on the hoardings 
and a number of enquiries with 
end users are being followed up 
by agents for occupiers for the 
office and ground floor restaurant 
in the hotel. 

RAILWAY STATION

Works in the Railway Station 
are now complete with a new look 
entrance and painted canopy, 
new benches installed in front of 
the entrance and an improved taxi 
rank area adjacent.

New offiCeS aNd HoteL deveLopMeNt for 
tHe CatHedraL Quarter

Blackburn Central Library 
welcomed scores of visitors for a 
special open day to commemorate 
the end of its £2m restoration.

The exterior of the Town Hall Street 
heritage building has been restored to 
its original 1930 state, transforming the 
look of the whole area. 

It has been covered in scaffolding 
for months while the former 1970s 
concrete cladding was carefully 
removed. 

Councillor Damian Talbot, Executive 
Member for Culture, Leisure and Young 
People said: “This was a vital piece of 
investment, and what it did was give us 
an opportunity to restore the building 
to its original glory. The library is very 
important in the town, very well used 
and one of the busiest libraries in the 
north west, and it is a landmark building 
in Blackburn centre.”

The facelift started in April 2013 
coinciding with transforming the inside 
into an online information hub as well as 
a store for thousands of books.

New Look 
LiBrary

“SPORTS FACILITIES 
AND ACTIVITIES AT 
THE NEW CENTRE WILL 
BE SECOND TO NONE.”

- Councillor 
Damian Talbot

Cathedral Quarter

By Shuttle Staff
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We are in exceptionally 
tough times as a Council 
and as a borough.

 Over the next three years, this 
Council will lose £31m from its 
budget.  This is on top of £70m 
worth of cuts we have already 
had to make since 2010.

 We have looked at each 
service individually, looked at 
every penny spent in those 
services and measured that 
spending against what residents 
want and expect from the 
Council.

 But clearly, with the level of 
cuts we have had to make every 
service the council provides has 
been affected.

 Times are grim but the good 
news is that residents of this 
borough are pulling together and 
fighting to make it better.

 This can be seen by Your Call 
going from strength to strength.

 It has been a great 12 months 
for the scheme.

 More than 10,000 residents 
have answered the Call, 
becoming part of an ever growing 
army of volunteers that are 
striving to make things better. 
There have been great examples 
of businesses giving young 
people opportunities, friends 
and neighbours looking after 
vulnerable people, young people 
cleaning an area up, people 
donating food to foodbanks and 

toys to the Toy Store. Partners 
working with the Council to 
improve facilities such as the 
joint venture of the new leisure 
centre between the Council and 
the College.

 I have met many residents, 
who through their own efforts 
and support from the Council, 
have made a huge difference 
to their local communities. It 
makes you proud to belong to 
Blackburn with Darwen. Despite 
the challenges this is still a great 
place.

 I want to thank every resident 
and business who has helped 
improve the borough.

 My pledge to residents, 
businesses and other 
organisations is this – if you 
come up with an idea, we won’t 
give you 99 reasons why it can’t 
be done. We will listen to you, 
support you and work together to 
turn that idea into a reality.

CouNCiL Leader 
kate HoLLerN

tougH year But 
Hope for tHe future

wHat you tHiNk...

The borough is currently undergoing millions of pounds worth of investment to make it a better 
place to work, live, study and visit. The Council is working creatively with businesses and partners 
to get the best for our borough.
Here we asked you for your views on developments currently taking shape in and around 
Blackburn.

reSideNtS give tHeir viewS

Blackburn College 
lecturer Aziz hafiz, 44, 
from Blackburn, said: “Its 
a positive development for 
the town. Blackburn is the 
youngest population town 
in Europe so needs to be 
pulled into the 21st century.

denise Yates, 54, from 
Blackburn, said: “I 
think the re-generation 
in Blackburn is brilliant, 
it will attract people into 
the town and will get it up 
and running. It’s the way 
forward.”

Student, Sam hoole, 21, 
from Blackburn, said: “I like 
the look of the new library 
that has just been renovated.  

“The new skatepark is a 
good idea.

“There needs to be more 
going on in the evening 
to attract more people, 
especially students.”

david east, 24, from 
Blackburn, said “It’s a really 
good move for Blackburn.

“The new developments 
will bring more revenue and 
people to the town. 

“The junction 24 
skatepark has proven to 
be popular amongst the 
younger generation. 

Saeem Bhayat, 20, from 
Blackburn, said: “Its nice 
to have everything close 
together. 

“The new bus station 
will be less complicated 
and hopefully the transport 
system will be more reliable. 

“With all the new 
changes, Blackburn should 
attract more people and 
make it very popular.”  

100 Voices event
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iNteraCtive exHiBitioN 
CeLeBrateS art of gaMiNg eveNtS

SHRIMPInG IT: MEMORY GAME
Tuesday, March 17, 6-9pm,
Tuesday, March 24, 6-9pm, £10
Electronics workshop for beginners. Programme 
the Arduino compatible Shrimp microcomputer to 
create your own Simple Simon memory game to 
take home. Price includes kit which is yours to 
keep.
 
RETRO GAMInG PARTY
Wednesday, March 18, 6-9pm
An evening of retro-gaming. Play our arcade 
cabinet and retro consoles or bring along your 
own. Competition to win the PIXEL LUST Golden 
Joystick.
 
JEWELLERY WORKSHOP (free)
Thursday, March 19, 6-9pm
Thursday, March 26, 6-9pm 
Learn new techniques in ceramic and beaded 
jewellery. then make your own pixel creations to 
take home.
 
BEATS OF RAGE (free)
Friday, March 20, 7-10pm
A night of live music influenced by retro video 
games. Age 16+.
 
CRAFT JAM (free)
Saturday, March 21, Midday–5pm.
Opensource art and craft event where anything 
goes as long as it’s got less than 32 bits. Artists 
will be on hand with materials and advice - 

unleash your creativity and imagination.
 
PIXELCOn (free)
Sunday, March 22, 11am-7pm.
Unconference - featuring workshops and talks 
based art, electronics and retro gaming. Learn 
new skills and push your projects.
 
FUn WITH SCRATCH (free)
Teach your youngsters to code.
Wednesday, March 25, 5-10pm
(Bring your own PC or Mac laptop)
Scratch is the perfect introduction to 
programming. Create your own games and age 
8+ animations “from scratch” with help from our 
experts.
 
WORLD BUILDInG WITH MInECRAFT (free)
Friday, March 27, 5-10pm.
(Bring your own PC or Mac laptop).
Learn how to create a Minecraft world using free, 
opensource tools.
 
TECH JAM
Saturday, March 28, Midday–5pm. 
Opensource electronics and tech event. Work 
with our electronics, Arduino and Raspberry Pi 
experts to create your own project. The Pixel Lust 
shop will be open for all your component needs.
 
GAME OVER (free)
Closing party and art sale.
Sunday, March 29, 4-8pm.
Meet the artists, buy work. 
Retro soundtracks DJ.

Retro games art 
exhibition Pixel Lust 
returns for a second 
time with new levels 
and even higher 
scores.

Pixel Lust II will 
run from March 16 
to 29 and will like its 
predecessor take 
gamers back in time 
with a selection of 
original work by local 
artists, alongside 
vintage consoles and 
retro games.

On display will be 
everything from the ZX 
Spectrum to the Philips Videopac G7000, a console 
partly built in Blackburn.

Gamers can also get a blast from the past with 
classic titles such as Manic Miner and Donkey Kong 
or battle it out at a gaming party for the coveted 
golden joystick.

Alex Martindale, the exhibition organiser, said:
“There’s a focus on making stuff at Pixel Lust II,” 

added Alex.
“When I was a kid my parents gave me a ZX 

Spectrum and a pile of computer magazines and 
I learned how to break into a game to give myself 
extra points, or change the names or appearance of 
characters. I developed an understanding of code 
and how to write it and now I do it for a living.

“These days we’ve lost some of that with young 
people playing with iPads and closed system 
consoles but the likes of Raspberry Pi and Arduino 
are democratising computing more so that gamers 
are finding out how things work, experimenting and 
being creative.”

FIND OUT MORE

Pixel Lust II, 16-29 March, 
Blackburn Is Open, 65 King William 
Street. Volunteers/sponsors 
wanted. Email info@pixellust.
co.uk. www.pixellust.co.uk, www.
blackburnisopen.co.uk

Business and Council leaders have 
welcomed an ambitious plan to create 
Lancashire’s first ‘Fab Lab’ - a creative and 
digital technology centre aimed at 
young entrepreneurs.

The hi-tech centre would be part of 
an initiative to transform Blackburn’s 
Victorian quarter into a thriving tourist 
and business hub.

BENTLEY’S BUILDING

The project in the former Bentley’s 
pub on Exchange Street, next to the 
historic Museum won joint funding from the 
Local Enterprise Partnership for Lancashire 
and Arts Council England following a 
successful bid by the Council. It follows 
the borough planning committee granting 
permission for the scheme in the former bank 
turned pub opposite the Town Hall.

IDEAS INTO PROFITS

 The scheme, set to open in the autumn, 
aims to provide cheap, fully-equipped space 
for budding entrepreneurs, creative artists and 
inventors to turn their ideas into products, profits 
and jobs.

The first such development in Lancashire, 
it will include cutting edge technology such 
as 3D printing and laser cutting machines for 
rent by students, entrepreneurs and start-up 
businesses.

A separate bid for £275,000 from the Arts 
Council has been submitted to enhance the 
project, which incorporates ‘Mad Lab’ and ‘Tech 

Hub’ concepts 
o r i g i n a l l y 
d e v e l o p e d 
by the USA’s 
wor ld- famous 
Massachusetts 
Institute of 
Technology.

 It follows 
the success of 

a similar ‘Fab 
Lab’ in Manchester which 

recently saw its first 
millionaire graduate 
in Piers Ridyard with 
his ‘nifty Drive’ data 
storage device.

 The Council 
has been working in 

partnership with the business world to bring to 
life the ambitious plans.

WORKING IN 
PARTNERSHIP

 With the support of the Local Strategic 
Partnership, local councillors, the Local 
Enterprise Partnership and the Arts Council, 
Blackburn will be proud to be at the cutting edge 
of technology.

INNOVATIVE VISION

 Mo Isap Chair of the LSP and Blackburn-
born and bred businessman said: “I am really 
glad we have now got the funding to take this 
innovative vision forward.

 “We will look at our heritage from 
manufacturing, engineering and the innovation 
that towns like Blackburn benefited from the 
during the industrial revolution to adapt that to 
the digital revolution. This will really put us on the 
map to secure our future prosperity.

 “It will give our young people the skills they 
need to grow and develop in a digital age and 
enable us to become a centre of excellence, 
attracting investment and 
industry into the area.

“We will no longer need 
to have specialist parts 
manufactured in the likes of 
China and the Far East as it 
can be done here using 3D 
technology – cities that have 
embraced this technology 
that were once in major 
decline due to the recession 
are now booming, going 
from strength to strength.

BRIGHT FUTURE

 “Despite the difficult 
financial times the borough is 
facing, with this type of innovative and 

forward thinking, the future really is bright and 
it’s an incredibly exciting time for the borough.”

 
RESTORATION

Councillor Maureen Bateson, Executive 
Member for Regeneration, said: “This is an 
exciting prospect and demonstrates our 
commitment to the restoration of the town 
centre’s important heritage buildings such as the 
library and Town Hall.

 “The Council has worked hard alongside 
its business partners to bring this to fruition. 
It’s exactly the right thing for Blackburn with 
its industrial heritage and growing young 

population.”
 Complementing the 

£33million Cathedral Quarter 
development, it builds on the 
Council’s existing 12-point 
plan which has already seen 
14 empty properties brought 
back into in use.

NEW SHOPS

 They include 10 new 
shops open or about to 
open, and a dozen retail 
premises refurbished as 
well as the restoration of the 
Central Library to its 1930s 
glory.

CuttiNg-edge CeNtre to traNSforM 
BLaCkBurN’S viCtoriaN Quarter

Blackburn is open

“THIS WILL REALLY 
PUT US ON THE MAP 
TO SECURE OUR 
FUTURE PROSPERITY”
Chair of the LSP 
Mo Isap

“THE COUNCIL HAS 
WORKED HARD 
ALONGSIDE ITS 
BUSINESS PARTNERS 
TO BRING THIS TO 
FRUITION.”
-  Councillor 
 Maureen
 Bateson

fortHCoMiNg eveNtS
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hundreds of people gathered together for 
good food, dancing and song at several 
events for older people held across the 
borough.

Guests filled the dance floor at the Just 
Good Friends events at, with two held at King 
George’s Hall Blackburn and also Derwent Hall, 
Darwen, as local acts belted out hits and led a 
sing-song.

Entertainment came courtesy of singer 
Joyce Kearton, who sang classics from the 
1940s to the 1960s; Blackburn duo The 
Remedy, who performed both modern and 
vintage songs; and The Recycled Wrens, who 
staged sequence dancing to wartime classics 
and then led residents in a sing-a-long of 
timeless tunes.

 Live music was also performed by Ricky 
Lee, with the Blackburn People’s Choir getting 
everyone involved in a sing-along.

 Around 600 people flocked to these events 
all aimed at bringing older people together, 
giving them an enjoyable day out and helping 
people meet up with old friends and make new 
ones.

 Everyone who attended enjoyed a free slap 
up lunch, including pies, cakes, sandwiches 
and other goodies.

 Blackburn with Darwen Council Leader 
Councillor Kate Hollern led the events that also 

saw Councillor Mohammed Khan, Executive 
Member for Health and Adult Social Care, 
Councillor Maureen Bateson, Executive 
Member for Regeneration, Councillor Brian 
Taylor, Lead Member for Health and Adult 
Social Care and the Mayor of Blackburn 
with Darwen, Cllr Alan Cottam, also attend.

 Many local businesses sponsored 
the events and donated fabulous raffle 
prizes including: Liz ‘n’ Lils; Spiritual 
Enlightenment; Blackburn Market; 
Chocolat by Daniel Coletta; Calendar 
Club; Thornton’s, The Brew Room at the 
‘OneRover’ store and The Mall.

 Transport was kindly provided by Dial-
a-Ride who gave their services for free, 
picking up guests who needed transport 
from all over the borough and taking them 
to King George’s Hall and Derwent Hall 
and then taking them home again after the 
events.

 Held as part of Blackburn with Darwen 
Council’s ‘Your Call’ campaign these 
events helped boost community spirit and 
wellbeing across the borough.

 Councillor Kate Hollern, leader of 
Blackburn with Darwen Council, said: 
“These were really special events and 
they exceeded all expectations – it was 
wonderful that so many people came along and  

really enjoyed themselves.
 “It is really important that we try to help 

older people have fulfilling lives and help them 
to meet other people. A big part of the Your Call 

frieNdS, food aNd 
faNCy footwork!

Just Good Friends
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Just Good Friends

campaign is building stronger communities and closer ties and events like this 
can contribute to that. I would also like to give huge thanks to local businesses 
which supported these events.”

 Councillor Brian Taylor, Older People’s Champion, said, “We want 
older people in the borough to lead happy, healthy and fulfilling lives, with 
opportunities to spend time with their families and friends, and take part in 
activities that benefit them and their wider communities.”

 “I hope this event has given everyone who attended a real boost and I am 
sure some new friendships were made. I hope that we can repeat this event 
in the near future.”

The Recycled Wrens
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The search is on once again 
to find and recognise the 
borough’s best neighbours.

For the third year running, 
Blackburn with Darwen Council 
has teamed up with the Lancashire 
Telegraph to search for residents who 
make a real difference to the lives of 
people in their communities.

Building on the success of 
the previous two years, the Good 
neighbours Awards 2015 – a council 
initiative supported by the Lancashire 
Telegraph – pay tribute to the unsung 
heroes whose efforts are rarely 
recognised.

We are looking for those who 
make their streets a better place.

And prizes on offer for the 
winners include match day tickets 
and a meal for two at Ewood Park, a 
night in the Lake District and a £150 
voucher for Stanley House Hotel and 
Spa in Mellor.

Last year’s youngest winner was 
teenager Joe Lightbown, of Bolton 
Road, who had spent hundreds of 
hours helping neighbour Michael 
Crawford in his struggle with 
Alzheimer’s Disease.

Others recognised at the heart-
warming ceremony included 78-year-
old Peter Leyden and running 
enthusiast Rick Wilson.

Councillor Kate Hollern, leader of 
Blackburn with Darwen Council, said: 
“I was overwhelmed by the people 
I met last year through the good 
neighbours awards. People like Rick 
Wilson, Joe Lightbown and Peter 
Leyden are people who really made a 
difference to their neighbours.

“I am delighted we have joined 
up with the Lancashire Telegraph 
again and can run another search 
for community heroes.  This year, I 
want to see even more people being 
nominated.

“The important thing about these 
awards is that they recognise people 
who give their time to the community 
and expect nothing in return. They are 
the people who keep the community 
together.”

 

Lancashire Telegraph editor Kevin 
Young said: “We are delighted 
to support the Good neighbours 
Awards as they return to their third 
year, highlighting once again the 
positive work being done in our 
borough by the unsung heroes who 
make Blackburn with Darwen the 
communities they are.

“Much of this is carried out by 
volunteers and ordinary residents 
who go about it quietly, dutifully and 
often without recognition they so 
richly deserve.

“The community is at the heart of 

everything the Telegraph stands for 
and we’re looking forward to telling 
more of the stories of the people who 
bind our neighbours together.

“I would encourage everyone 
who knows one of these champions 
of traditional neighbourliness to 
nominate them for one of these 
awards.”

Harry Catherall, chief executive 
of Blackburn with Darwen Council 
and one of last year’s judges, said: 
“It was a pleasure to be one of the 
judges last year. Each nomination 
told a story of someone who really 
cares about making their neighbours’ 
lives better. It was especially pleasing 
to see that we received entries for 
people from all walks of life and from 
different part of the borough.

“I look forward to seeing this 
year’s entries and hearing about 
residents who may their communities 
tick.”

 

Rovers’ managing director Derek 
Shaw said: “Blackburn Rovers are 
very happy to support the awards.

Any award which rewards 
and brings focus on members of 
the community helping others is 

something the club is proud to be 
associated with.”

Ian Richardson, Business Centre 
Director, Capita, Blackburn said “We 
are happy to be sponsoring this very 
successful event again this year.  
The competition allows residents 
the opportunity to thank their fellow 
neighbours for helping them or going 
the extra mile throughout the year”. 

Joe Slater, chairman of Blackburn 
with Darwen Clinical Commissioning 
Group, said: “We are delighted to 
be supporting these awards. The 
concept is a great one.

Good neighbours are important 
for society. They make communities 
tick.

“I am clear that people who make 
their neighbourhoods better places 
are contributing to improving the 
health and wellbeing of the borough. 
These awards pay tribute to the many 
selfless and thoughtful individuals in 
our community.       

“For example, a neighbour 
spending five minutes to knock on 
the door of an elderly or vulnerable 
resident to make sure they are okay 
can help keep that person out of 
hospital. Strong communities are the 
frontline in tackling the borough’s 
health and wellbeing challenges.”

NoMiNate a 
CoMMuNity Hero

NEIGHBOURS

COMMUNITY

More details about the budget log on to www.blackburn.gov.ukGet more details at www.blackburn.gov.uk



gOOD NeIgHBOUR aWaRDs
For more information about all Council Services see www.blackburn.gov.uk The Shuttle          9

faBuLouS prizeS 
to Be woN

six great prizes are up for grabs for the people crowned 
Blackburn and Darwen’s good Neighbours:

• A one-night stay for two at the Castle Green Hotel in Kendal,  
courtesy of the Lancashire Telegraph

• A corporate meal for two at Blackburn Rovers at a match 
of the winner’s choice

• A year’s leisure membership at re:fresh gyms
• A £150 voucher for Stanley House, courtesy of Capita
• A health-related prize from nHS Blackburn with Darwen Clinical 

Commissioning Group
• Three £50 Mall shopping centre vouchers

Creating a connected, prosperous, clean, safe and healthy Blackburn with Darwen
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An exciting new cycling route in 
the borough is set to be brought 
to life over the next few years. 

The Weavers Wheel, a 26km 
circular route around the town of 
Blackburn, is part of a multi-million 
pound East Lancashire wide project 
seeking local Growth Funding to 
transform cycling opportunities across 
the region.

The commitment to make it 
easier for people in East Lancashire 
to cycle to access opportunities for 
work, education and training, as well 
as for health and leisure, is one of 
the key features of the Highways and 
Transport Masterplan for the area.

The inspiration behind plans for the 
development of the Weavers Wheel, 
was from local residents and founders 
of the Young Weavers group Kevin and 
Vicky Riddehough. 

Working in partnership with 
Blackburn with Darwen Borough 
Council, Kevin and Vicky have been 
instrumental to the detailed design 
of the scheme which is now at an 
advanced stage. 

The Wheel which will also include a 
series of ‘spokes’ into Blackburn town 

centre and ‘spurs’ out to neighbouring 
towns and villages will provide the 
borough with a comprehensive 
network of clearly signed routes 
making cycling and walking trips more 
enjoyable and rewarding. 

Subject to a value for money 
assessment, work on the wheel will 
start later this year and is set for 
completion by 2016/17.

Kevin Riddehough said: “The 
numbers of people cycling in the 
borough has grown over the last 
decade thanks to Local Transport Plan 
and Local Sustainable Transport Fund 

investment by the Council. The interest 
in cycling has also been helped by the 
local partnership with British Cycling, 
the development of a successful led-
ride programme, enhanced bikeability 
training for children and adults and 
better marketing and promotion.

“The development of the Weavers 
Wheel will therefore cater for this new 
demand by providing an enjoyable 

and attractive network of fully signed 
routes”

“People that have completed 
the route commented on it being 
remarkably flat, given the fact we live 
in such a hilly area. I think this would 
promote the route to people who feel 
any route around our town would be 
out of their capabilities. 

“The Weavers Wheel also  offers 
safe off road travel with recognised 
crossing points to many schools 
around our borough, and hopefully it 
will help reduce parents needing to 
make the car journeys at peak times, 
in turn reducing our carbon footprints.”

Whilst people will be able to 
pick up the wheel at any point along 
its route the starting point will be 
promoted as the new Cycling Hub at 
Witton Country Park created thanks to 
Local Sustainable Transport funding.

Cllr Maureen Bateson, Executive 
Member for Regeneration, said: “The 
development of the Weavers Wheel is 
an important part of the regions cycle 
network.  

“The Weavers Wheel is an exciting 
project that will really help put the 
borough on the map as a place to visit 

and spend leisure time.
“The Council, via its Connect 

sustainable transport project, has 
been pleased to support it as a 
huge investment in the borough’s 
sustainable transport infrastructure.

“The Weavers Wheel will provide 
the opportunity for people to cycle or 
walk on largely off-road routes to reach 
other parts of the borough or to simply 
enjoy the outdoors and stay healthy.”

In total the Weavers Wheel 
scheme including the spokes and 
spurs will be 92kms in length offering 
cyclists as well as walkers a fully 
signed interconnected network 

of routes crossing rich and varied 
landscape linking existing and planned 
employment, retail and residential 
areas with green open space.

A bike donation scheme has helped 
a nine-year-old Blackburn girl get 
back into the saddle and learn to 
ride.

A new community group, The 
Young Weavers, donated 22 bikes to 
be used by children and their families in 
and around the borough.

Jessica Culley’s mum Christine 
donated her bike to the appeal after 
she struggled with balance problems 
that prevented her from learning to ride.

And thanks to her act of kindness, 
staff at Witton Park returned the good 
deed by donating a specialist trike to 
help Jessica, a pupil at St Luke’s and 
St Philip’s Primary School, learn to ride.

Christine said: “Jessica had only 

used the bike she got last Christmas 
once so when we heard about the 
appeal we were really pleased that it 
could be used for a good cause.

“We cannot thank the Young 
Weavers and the staff at the cycle 
centre enough, this has and will 
continue to make a real difference to 
Jessica’s development and it has given 
her a real sense of independence. 

“The Young Weavers are a great 
group for the community who fully 
embrace a true community spirit.”

The bike ‘re-cycle’ campaign was 
set-up over Christmas in a bid to offer 
families a way of getting fit and enjoying 
family time for free.

Transport company Transdev 
manager Kevin 
R i d d e h o u g h 
and his wife 
Vicky recently 
launched the 
Young Weavers 
group, a family 
friendly activities 
club in a bid 
to get more 
families taking 
part in outdoor 
fun. 

The couple 
launched the 
c a m p a i g n 
calling on 
people to donate 
children’s bikes 
so families can 
cycle together 
around Witton 
Park. 

Kev said: 
“We are 
delighted to 
have been able 
to hand over so 
many bikes that 

people can come along and use for free 
at Witton Park’s Cycle Centre. 

“We have also teamed up with 
Burnley charity Fresh Fields, which puts 
on events for people  with disabilities 
and have donated a number of the 
bikes for their use.”

The couple launched The Young 
Weavers group to make the most of 
bike rides with daughter Summer, eight, 
after struggling to find groups and 
clubs that encouraged family friendly 
opportunities in the area. 

The group, is being supported 
by the Council’s Connect project, a 
scheme set-up to promote sustainable 
transport in the borough. 

Kev said: “Our main emphasis is on 
family fun and improving the health and 
wellbeing of everyone in the borough.

“We would like to say a heart-felt 
thank you to everyone who donated a 
bike and I would like to thank Vicky for 
her idea and taking the time to go and 
collect the donated cycles.” 

The bikes, along with their current 
adult cycles, will be available to all Beez 
leisure card holders at Witton Park. 

These are available for anyone who 
lives, works or studies in the Blackburn 
with Darwen borough. 

Councillor Maureen Bateson, 
Executive Member for Regeneration, 
said: “It was great to meet the group and 
see how this appeal is going to benefit 
so many people in and around our 
borough. These bikes will compliment 
the superb adult cycle facility already in 
place at Witton Park. 

“I hope this initiative will make a 
huge difference to the children and 
families in our borough who currently 
don’t have access to bikes.” 

If you would like any further 
information on the group please 
contact either Vicky or Kevin at: 
theyoungweavers@gmail.com

New CyCLiNg Network 

Bicycle donation 
is ‘ride on time!’

“peopLe Have CoMMeNted tHat 
tHe route iS reMarkaBLy fLat”

- Kevin Riddehough

LEARN TO RIDE
Never learnt to ride a bike? Why not come and give 
it a go? Even if you’ve never been on a bike before 

it’s never too late to start. We offer one to one 
instruction for adults giving you the confidence to 

get going on our bikes and trikes.

 To book a session time please contact  
Tember Walsh on 07966 776114  

PEDAL AROUND THE PARK
Build up your confidence and improve your stamina 

and skills at your own pace following the one mile 
circuit around the Witton Park Cycle Way. 

Monday  9.30-10.30am, 2.00-3.00pm  

Wednesday 1.00-3.00pm   

Friday 1.00-3.00pm

TOWPATH TRAIL 
For the more confident cyclist, why not join our 
instructor-led cycle ride exploring the Leeds and 
Liverpool Canal and the quiet lanes beyond Witton 
Park. These moderately paced rides will last around 
1.5 hours and will involve some gradients and road 
sections. 

Wednesday 10.00am   Friday 10.30am 

TRAMPERS 
Trampers are available to hire at Witton Park.  
These are specifically designed vehicles for  
off-road terrain giving people with low mobility 
access to the countryside.  
Book a Tramper induction to get  
you started!   

                                                                                                                                                                                                       Please note that sessions may be cancelled at short notice due to severe weather conditio
ns.

WITTON PARK CYCLE CENTRE                

Cyc
lin

g for all abilities in Blackburn with Darwen

New British Cycling Club
A new British Cycling affiliated club to promote community biking has been 
launched in Blackburn.
Witton Park Community Cycling Club now provides exciting cycling op-
portunities for all abilities and ages to help improve skills, hire a bike and 
meet new people.
It benefits from British Cycling Coach, Dylan Clayton, former World and 
European BMX Champion, assisting staff at the centre to deliver skills ses-
sions and rides.
In the last year alone there have been over 3,000 attendances at the cycle 
centre and staff have helped over 250 people learn to ride a bike.
The Club has been established thanks to the Council’s Connect project, a 
scheme to promote sustainable transport in the Borough, which works in 
partnership with British Cycling.
Councillor Maureen Bateson, Executive Member for Regeneration, said: 
“Becoming a British Cycling affiliated Club is an excellent asset for our 
borough.

More details about the budget log on to www.blackburn.gov.ukGet more details at www.blackburn.gov.uk
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The Council has launched a 
campaign to reduce falls after 
evidence showed they are the most 
common accident affecting people 
over 65.

national statistics show one in 
three people over 65 fall at least once 
a year, with most falls happening in 
the home or garden and often resulting 
in an emergency hospital admission. 
There were an estimated 5,400 falls 
in Blackburn with Darwen last year, 
with numbers predicted to grow as the 
population ages unless action is taken to 
raise awareness.

The FALLSTOP campaign aims to 
raise awareness of simple steps people 
can take to stay on their feet and carry 
on doing the activities they enjoy as they 
get older. The campaign leaflet, available 
in GP practices, pharmacies, libraries 
and community centres, gives tips on 
how people can ‘fallstop’ themselves, 
their homes and the people they know or 
care for, as well as how to access Council 
wellbeing services. The information is 
also available at www.refreshbwd.com.

Councillor Mohammed Khan, the 
Council’s executive member for health 
and adult social care, said: “Falls are one 

of the most common accidents, but in 
most cases they can be easily prevented. 
Simple changes such as getting regular 
eye tests, removing frayed carpets or 
clutter in the home and offering to help 
family or an older neighbour with simple 
home maintenance and DIY will reduce 
the likelihood of a fall and help keep 
people safe and well.”

Cllr Brian Taylor, the Council’s Older 
Person’s Champion, welcomed the 
FALLSTOP campaign, saying: “People 
can fall at any age and it is true that falls 
become more common as people get 
older, but we want FALLSTOP to blow 

the myth that falls are an inevitable part 
of growing older. If people are aware of 
the risks and take action, they’ll be able 
to carry on doing the things they enjoy.” 

The Council’s Wellbeing Service 
provides a wide range of information, 
advice and practical support for people 
of all ages about simple changes to help 
stay strong and healthy and prevent falls 
in later life, as well as providing some 
dedicated services for people over 
60 such as home safety checks and 
falls prevention exercise sessions. For 
more info, call 01254 682037 or email 
wellbeing@blackburn.gov.uk

hinTS And TiPS
FALLSTOP YOu

Activity and exercise
The more active you are, the less 
likely you are to fall, because fit-
ness helps with balance.

Feet and Footwear
Wear shoes and slippers that fit 
well and avoid high heels, thick 
soles and sandals to stay upright.

eyesight and hearing
Get your eyes and ears tested 
regularly and you’re more likely to 
spot hazards before they trip you.

Medication
Some medications, especially 
when mixed, can cause balance 
problems. Ask your pharmacist or 
see your GP.

Speak Out
If you have recently fallen, there 
is a greater risk that you will fall 
again, so it’s a good idea to tell 
your GP or a care professional and 
ask them to put you in touch with a 
service that can help.

FALLSTOP YOuR hOMe

Be Aware
Keep an eye out for things at home 
that could cause you to slip, trip 
or fall, such as frayed carpets or 
clutter, and make some simple 
changes.

Light up
Don’t walk in the dark if you have 
to get up in the night. Put a night-
light in the bedroom or landing, or 
keep a torch by the bed.

Floors and Stairs
Make sure floors are clear of trail-
ing wires and flexes, frayed carpets 
and clutter. Also, consider non-slip 
mats under rugs and handrails for 
both sides of stairs.

Step it up
If you need to change a bulb or 
reach a high shelf, use a steplad-
der rather than a chair. If you can, 
get someone to help you.

Pets
Cats and dogs can get under your 
feet so get them a collar with a bell 
and be aware of where they are.

garden Safe
Keep pathways clear of leaves and 
moss and take care with uneven 
paths and slippery surfaces, espe-
cially when it is wet or icy.

FALLSTOP FAMiLY, 
FRiendS neighBOuRS

Pass on the FALLSTOP message. 
If you know someone who is frail 
or elderly, see if you can help them 
to make some changes to help 
them stay on their feet. It can be as 
simple as suggesting an eye test, 
checking for hazards in their home, 
sweeping leaves from their path or 
calling the Wellbeing Service on 
01254 682037 on their behalf.

Ann Astley, 70, has been attending Wellbeing exercise classes for two years after suffering a 
number of falls.

Born in Blackburn and now living in the Livesey area, Ann spent most of her working career as a car paint 
rep for a company in Preston. Married with two sons and a daughter, Ann’s ambition in starting the classes 
was to prevent falls and get back on her bike.

She says: “I’ve always been a walker and cyclist, so I wasn’t happy when I started finding myself having 
tumbles when I was out. The first fall I had was on the way back from Zumba class, would you believe! I was 
coming down the steps and just missed a step. Another time I fell in the supermarket and almost ended up 
in the freezer cabinet. I also fell into a display in a charity shop. Luckily those times, all that was hurt was 
my pride. But another time when I fell on wet grass in the park I ended up cutting my arms quite badly. My 
husband was starting to worry about me going out the house alone. 

“So I started coming to weekly classes and the difference has been amazing. So much so, that I have 
achieved my ambition of getting back on my bike, making a big difference to my independence. I think it’s 
really worthwhile for people to know about the services available for people at risk from falls.”

keepiNg reSideNtS iN tHe Loop
A local volunteer that took it upon herself to bring community 
news and advice to her local area has received a Your Call 
grant for her “amazing” efforts.

Hannah Goldthorpe who lives in Ewood ward and volunteers at 
Ivy Street Community centre began a new community newsletter to 
ensure all residents had access to key information that could affect 
them.

Including key contacts and useful phone numbers, the newsletter 

informs residents of issues that may affect them including; useful 
services, key council decisions and Ewood community news.

Run by Hannah and five other volunteers, it is hoped that this 
Your Call funding will help provide quarterly editions for the next 12 
months.

Hannah said “It was important to me to ensure our community is 
well informed. After attending a ward solutions meeting I soon realised 
that although they were very popular locally not all residents could 

attend as such I identified a need for a newsletter. Grants like this are 
imperative if we are going to continue what has been a successful 
scheme and I thank the council for the support they have given me.

Councillor Kate Hollern Leader of Blackburn with Darwen Borough 
Council said “Hannah does an amazing job to ensure residents are kept 
informed. I am really glad as a council we can support volunteers like 
Hannah who are making positive differences within their communities 
and helping the borough weather tough times.”

faLLStop - keepiNg 
peopLe oN tHeir feet

Jim Warner, 83, accessed the Council’s fall prevention services after having five falls inside his 
Blackburn home and on his driveway and being unable to get up.

A former policeman for over 30 years, achieving Superintendent before retirement, Jim has lived all his life 
in Blackburn and has a son and a daughter and two grandchildren also living in the area. 

He says: “The first time I fell was back in 2012 when I was making tea in the kitchen. I just suddenly lost 
my balance and found myself on the floor. A couple of months later, I tripped again whilst in the garden with 
my son, then again the same year on the landing, just through loss of balance. I fell one other time by the 
garage, but the fourth occasion was the worst. I fell outside the front door and was on the floor in the rain for 
five minutes before I managed to reach up and ring the bell to alert my wife.”

Jim was assessed at home and referred into the classes at the united reform church at Four Lane Ends, 
Blackburn and St Gabriel’s Church, Blackburn, which he started attending around 12 months ago.

He says: “I’ve been going regularly ever since and I’ve found it very helpful. The team are excellent and 
allow you to do everything at your own pace. It has made a marvellous difference to my overall balance and 
I feel much more confident getting around. I was also provided with an alarm which I wear on my wrist for it I 
fall again. The service existed has been worth its weight in gold for me.”

hilda Salter, 87, accessed classes via the Wellbeing Service around a year and a half ago and is 
under no illusions as to how vital it is for keeping her independence.

A former teacher, before her retirement Hilda was Head of English at Blackburn Girls’ High School (which 
later became Blackburn Grammar School for Girls and then Witton Park High School). Hilda accessed the 
service via GP referral after experiencing some stiffness in her joints.

She says: “I was seeing my doctor for another matter and I mentioned that it was starting to get harder 
and harder getting up and down stairs and how I’d had a small fall outdoors. He referred me to the exercise 
classes. I started attending once a week and before long I felt very comfortable and was  enjoying the social 
aspect of it. There’s no doubt about it, this class is keeping me in my own house.  I was struggling with the 
stairs so without the help I’ve had, I think I’d have to go into a retirement home. The way the service is run is 
brilliant. You get a thorough evaluation to begin with and then you work at your own pace.”

Hilda says she is noticing tangible benefits and feeling steadier on her feet.  She added: “I’m aware that the 
muscles in my thighs are strengthening and it’s easier to go up and down stairs. I’m really happy with the help 
I’ve had and can’t recommend the service more highly. It’s important that more people know about it.”

CaSe StudieS
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waLkiNg 
SCHeMe 
reCeiveS 
NatioNaL 
aCCreditatioN

A Blackburn with darwen 
Council walking scheme has 
been nationally recognised 
for the quality service it 
provides for local walkers.

Walk This Way, delivered by 
the Council’s Healthy Lifestyles 
team, has been given accredited 
status by Walking for Health – a 
nationwide movement run by 
the Ramblers and Macmillan 
Cancer Support dedicated to 
improving the nation’s health 
through walking.

Walk This Way, funded by 
the Council’s Public Health 
and re:fresh teams, has 
been running for 12 years 
and offers eighteen walks a 
week; achieving over 6000 
attendances from local people 
each year. Walks are delivered 
by a small team supported by 
dedicated volunteers.

Walking counts towards the 
recommended 150 minutes of 
physical activity people should 
be doing each week. Only 61% 
of adults in England are currently 
meeting this recommendation 
but walking offers a free and 
simple solution.

Councillor Mohammed 
Khan, Executive Member for 
Health and Adult Social Care 
said:

I’m delighted the walks have 
been accredited by Walking for 
Health. Many of us know we 
should be more active, so why 
not join in and let us welcome 
you along to our next walk.”

The news comes on the 
back of the Healthy Lifestyles 
team’s cycle club also being 
accredited by British Cycling.

Blackburn with darwen Council 
has launched a new website for 
re:fresh - the online resource 
for all health and wellbeing 
information and services in 
Blackburn with darwen.

The new website at www.
refreshbwd.com is the place to find 
out about a wealth of local leisure 
activities, community events, 
health and wellbeing services and 
information, plus additional links to 
a range of other services, clubs and 
organisations within the borough.

The site has incorporated new 

features all designed to improve 
the experience of those looking 
to find out about health and 
wellbeing information and services 
in Blackburn with Darwen.

new features include a simpler 
more intuitive layout to help 
people find information they need 
quicker; a directory of health and 
wellbeing related services; health 
and wellbeing information clearly 
broken down into different sections 
with links to related services as 
well as simplified timetables for all 
leisure centres.

Blackburn with darwen health 
bosses have welcomed an 
historic Parliamentary vote 
which means that from October 
1 2015, anyone lighting up in a 
car with a child under 18 present 
will be breaking the law and 
could be fined.

Secondhand smoke from 
cigarettes is dangerous and can be 
responsible for a range of health 
problems including bronchitis, 
asthma and glue ear, and is especially 
dangerous to children.

Legislation has wide support in 
the north West with a recent YouGov 
poll reporting 79% agreed with the 
measure.

Councillor Brian Taylor, Lead 
Member for Health and Adult 
Social Care, said: “This is fantastic 
news. We fully support anything 
that will protect children from the 
dangers of secondhand smoke. 
Hundreds of children suffering the 

effects of second-hand smoke are 
admitted to hospital every year with 
complications such as bronchitis, 
asthma and reduced lung function. If 
young people aren’t able to protect 
themselves against this danger, the 
Government was duty bound to do 
so by banning smoking in cars with 
young passengers.”

A smokefree cars film was 
produced last year by Blackburn with 
Darwen Council with Tobacco Free 
Futures and other north West local 
authorities featuring stars from Peep 
Show and Hollyoaks. Watch it here: 
http://bit.ly/1vntZ2g

If you would like help to quit 
smoking contact the Blackburn 
with Darwen Stop Smoking Service 
on (01254) 587999, Twitter: @
BwDStopSmoking or search BwD 
Stop Smoking on Facebook.

For a list of local stop smoking 
clinics visit: www.refreshbwd.com 
and search ‘stop smoking service’

HeaLtH BoSSeS weLCoMe 
BaN oN SMokiNg iN CarS

New re:freSH 
weBSite
LauNCHeS

IMO Sports Academy is celebrating 
after receiving a small public health 
grant from Blackburn with Darwen 
Borough Council.
The initiative which encourages 
women of all ages from Asian or 
BME heritages to participate in sport, 
welcomed the news as the volunteer 
led scheme began finding it hard to 
pay for venue hire.
The females initiative was set up by 
few community volunteers, who are 
also backed by the Inter Madrassah 
Organisation (IMO), the scheme 
encourages women to play netball 
and rounders’ within Blackburn.
 The project was originally set up for 
a small group of friends who found 
themselves at a loose end one evening 
and decided to play netball. Quickly 
realising the activity was perfect for 
fitness and socialising, Volunteers 
decided there was a need to create a 
structured female sports group, which 
could play netball, rounders and enter 
competitions to have fun and stay 
healthy.
Samiya Dalal said “my friends and I 
set these groups up to give mothers, 

daughters and Asian heritage women 
the opportunity to socialise, make 
new friends, play sports and have 
fun. I urge any women who may have 
reservations about taking part to give 
it a go.”
  It is hoped that these sessions 
will help the Council improve the 
outcomes for the residents of the 
Borough by promoting health, fitness 
and helping prevent social isolation.
Councillor Mohammed Khan 

Executive Member for Health and 
Adult Social care said: 
“Funding groups and scheme like 
these will help the Council achieve 
one of its top priorities of improving 
health and wellbeing.”  
Councillor Kate Hollern Leader of 
Blackburn with Darwen Council said:
“As leader I have met many different 
groups and clubs and all do a fantastic 
job but the work Samiya and her team 
do is amazing and I am really glad we 

could help them with some funding, 
I wish them every success for the 
future.”
Sessions for netball and rounders’ 
take place on Tuesdays 6pm -7pm 
at St Wilfred’s School, Wednesday’s 
8pm – 9pm at Pleckgate School and 
Friday 8pm – 9pm at Witton Academy.
Sessions cost £2.00 per session or 
can be blocked book at 10 sessions 
for £10. For more information please 
see http://www.imosportsacademy.
org/.  
The IMO Sports academy also 
provides opportunities for children to 
participate in Cricket, Football and 
Archery.
Sessions for Football take place on 
Saturdays between 10am -11am at 
Blackburn Central high School from 
the ages of 4-14yrs. 
Sessions for Cricket take place on 
Sundays between 10,15am -11.15am 
at Blackburn Central high School from 
the ages of 4-14yrs. 
Sessions for Archery take place on 
Sundays between 12.30pm -2pm at 
Westholme high School. 

CLuB NetS Support!

Over 60 schoolchildren joined 
officers, elected members and 
residents to commemorate 
Commonwealth Day. The Mayor 
and Mayoress of Blackburn with 
Darwen raised the Commonwealth 
Flag in Town Hall Square before 
leading a ceremony in the Council 
Chamber.

CoMMoNweaLtH 
day
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Blackburn with Darwen Adoption Service
And we’ll support you every step of the way

        Whatever your age,
background, culture or
religion, you can adopt

Great
News

One year on from  the launch of 
Let’s Adopt in Blackburn with 
darwen, 85 people have made 
serious enquiries about adopting 
a child in the area.

now the Council’s adoption team 
are hoping to keep the momentum 
going as they enter the second year 
of the recruitment campaign.

Karen Barrick, head of perma-
nence children’s services at Black-
burn with Darwen Council, said: “The 
Let’s Adopt campaign has been in-
strumental to our service, as it works 
to help find forever families for chil-
dren currently in our care.

“The response and support we 
have received to date has been as-
tonishing and we are very grateful to 
all those who have come forward and 

enquired about becoming an adop-
tive parent.

“We’re still appealing to would-be 
adopters, including second time par-
ents, from around the region to con-
sider adoption. Many people think 
they may not be able to adopt, or that 
it’s an overly long process, but actu-
ally single people, non-homeowners, 
those who are not in full-time employ-
ment, same-sex couples and over 21-
year-olds are among those who can 
apply. The guidelines have also been 
updated to allow more children to be 
matched with parents irrespective of 
race or religion, and find their forever 
home as quickly as possible.”

Cllr Frank Connor, the Council’s 
Executive Member for Children’s Ser-
vices, said: “The Let’s Adopt cam-

paign has had a great impact within 
the community and we’re thrilled with 
its achievements so far.  However, we 
are still looking for families for a num-
ber of children. Blackburn with Dar-
wen Council currently has 23 children 
aged under eight who are waiting for 
adoption, so the campaign is far from 
over.”

An adoption information eve-
ning will bake place on Wednesday, 
March 25 at EuroGarages, Hasling-
den Road, Blackburn, BB1 2EE. This 
event will give people the chance 
to find out more about the process 
and talk directly with members of 
the adoption service team. To book 
a place, call (01254) 666806. For 
more information, please visit www.
letsadopt.co.uk

Let’S adopt CaMpaigN 
SuCCeSS oNe year oN

A family and the adults they help 
care for through Blackburn with 
darwen Councils Shared Lives 
programme have talked about 
their experiences, and how 
Shared Lives benefits all their 
lives in a really positive way.

Carol and Pedro Durandt offer 
support to both Andrew and Michael, 
as Shared Lives carers, a scheme 
which provides vulnerable adults 
the chance to live with families or 
individuals who can offer support and 
encouragement so that they can live 
as independently as possible.

Andrew, who is 47, has lived with 
the Durandts for around 5 months 
whilst Michael has at least five hours 
of support during the week.

Andrew said that he really enjoys 
living with the Durandt’s, is really well 

looked after and has become part of 
the family.

Volunteering at Witton Park for 24 
years, Andrew works across the park, 
including the new Witton Park Arena.

Michael, who currently lives in 
an Assisted Living flat in Darwen, 
enjoys volunteering in various roles 
including recruiting new carers for 
the Shared Lives scheme. 

He said: “Shared Lives helps give 
a lot of help and support, with staff 
that can assist with any problems, 
and everyone aims to work together 
as a team.”

Shared Lives also offers Andrew, 
Michael and other adults in need of 
support a chance to enjoy a stable 
and fulfilling home and social life, 
making it easier to enjoy activities 
within their communities, such as 
‘Sliding Doors’, a social event held 
every Thursday 6.30pm until 8.30pm 
at Blues Bar, Ewood Park which 
brings carers and those they care for 
together to meet old friends, make 
some new ones and socialise.

Pedro Durandt said: “A lot of the 
carers and people supported spend 
time with  each other, providing vital 
support to each other and widening 
their friendships , having Shared 
Lives helps make this possible.”

Cllr Mohammed Khan, Executive 
Member for Health and Adult Social 
Care said: “It is fantastic that family 
carers such as the Durandt’s help 
adults such as Andrew and Michael 
through Shared Lives, and they are 
exactly the type of carers the scheme 
is looking to recruit. 

“Becoming a Shared Lives carer 
and welcoming someone into your 
home can make a real difference to 
the service user’s life. 

“I would encourage anyone 
interested in the scheme to get in 
touch by calling 01254 585899.”

family share 
their lives

“BECOMING 
A CARER CAN 
MAKE A REAL 
DIFFERENCE 
TO A PERSON’S 
LIFE.”
- Councillor Mohammed Khan



COUNCILLOR ALAN COTTAM 
MAYOR OF BLACKBURN WITH DARWEN 

2014 – 2015

DANCING TO

7.30PM FOR 8.00PM
KING GEORGE’S HALL,  
NORTHGATE, BLACKBURN

3 COURSE DINNER
DRESS: BLACK TIE &  
LADIES EVENING DRESS

TICKETS £25 IN AID OF

TICKETS AVAILABLE FROM THE MAYOR’S OFFICE (01254) 585229
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oN your SkateS!
The new indoor skate park Junction4 was officially opened in February.

The special occasion was marked by some amazing demonstrations by young 
stars from world of BMX, skateboards and scooters.

The £60,000 park, which is adjacent to Darwen Vale High School off Junction 4 of 
the M65, opened last Autumn.

Since then, hundreds of young people on their BMX bikes, skateboards, roller 
blades and scooters have used the facility which is open seven days a week. 

It is a multi- purpose facility which can be used by BMX bikes, skateboards, roller 
blades and scooters.

prices
A one off registration fee costs £5.00. All users will be required to complete 

a ‘participant registration form’ to use the park. If you are U18 this must be 
completed by a parent/guardian and anyone over 18 will need to bring proof 
of ID such as a passport or driving licence to prove their age.

Monday to Friday sessions:
Adult 2HR Session (16+) £5
Child (U16) 2 HR Session £4

saturday & sunday sessions:
Adult 3HR Session (weekends) £6.50
Child 3 HR Session (weekends) £5.50

There is now an all day’ price of £8 for U16’s and £10 for over 16’s on 
Sunday only (12pm – 6pm)

‘Mini mania’ sessions on Sunday mornings 11am to 12pm (1 hour) for 5,6 
& 7 year olds only and this is £3. Each new participant must register (£5.00).

Bookings can be made for parties and private events. Please discuss your 
requirements with a member of staff onsite or send a message on facebook.

For more information log on to Facebook at: /junction4skatepark or twitter: 
@junction4skate.
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Your Shuttle 
goes online

For all the latest Council related news you 
can now visit the Shuttle’s new website 
www.theshuttle.org.uk

This new way of reporting news allows people 
to share content on social networks and makes 
searching for news items even easier.

And news is now being brought to life by 
posting digital video and sound clips to the site.

To make it even better, customised email 
newsletters are being developed for people who 
sign up via the Shuttle and Council websites to 
get email updates about issues that matter to you 
such as Health or Transport news.

news will also be posted to the Shuttle’s 
Facebook and Twitter pages: https://www.
facebook.com/theshuttle and https://twitter.com/
shuttlebwd

JoBS fair for youNg taLeNt
Young people looking for employment 
attended one of the largest “Jobs Fair’s” 
in the borough.

Working with partners Blackburn College 
and the Via Partnership, Blackburn with 
Darwen Council organised the huge event 
to bring employers with vacancies and 
unemployed young job seekers together in 
one place.

Called My First Job, it was held at the new 
Blackburn Sports and Leisure Centre sports 
hall, Feilden Street.

It will also give employers and training 
providers the opportunity to promote “live” 
and upcoming job vacancies, apprenticeships 
and work experience placements. There’s also 
advice on setting up in business and becoming 
self-employed and a young entrepreneur..

These included local big players from the 
Hive Business Leaders’ network including 
Forbes Solicitors, WEC group and Euro 

Garages along with national employers such 
as United Utilities and BT to name but a few.

There were a variety of jobs on offer across 
different sectors including Finance, Legal and 
HR, IT and communication, Manufacturing 
and Automotive, Business and Consumer 
services, Retail, food & drink and Construction 
& Engineering.

Young people aged 15 to 24 including 
school leavers, college/6th form leavers and 
students, graduates and Young people ‘not in 
Education, Employment or Training’ (nEETs), 
and their parents attended the jobs fair.

Councillor Hollern said:
“One of my top priorities is to help young 

people into employment, these are real 
companies with real jobs or opportunities. 
They are all either recruiting right now or very 
shortly so turn up prepared, with your CV and 
sell your skills. The jobs fair is about bringing 
employers and young people together in one 

room so they can be 
matched with each other. 
Young people tell me 
they can’t find jobs and 
businesses say they can’t 
the right employees. 
We have lots of hugely 
successful businesses 
in the borough who are 
expanding and taking 
on staff – we also have 
an abundance of local 
talent so this is a great 
opportunity for everyone 
to do business.”
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A Blackburn Primary school is 
celebrating following the grand 
opening of their new buildings.

Intack Primary School welcomed 
local dignitaries including the Rt. Hon. 
Jack Straw MP, the  Council leader  
Councillor Kate Hollern and the Mayor of 
Blackburn with Darwen Councillor Alan 
Cottam to the official opening of the new 
extensions that will provide extra class-
rooms, community areas and early years 
provision for 3 and 4 year olds.

The event, which took place on Fri-
day February 6th, saw pupils led by the 
Year Six School Council entertain the 
guests with a history of the school in a 
special assembly. Mr Straw then offi-
cially cut the ribbon on the new build-
ings saying: “This is a great school!  It 
is a fantastic opportunity to make Intack 
even bigger and even better.”

The building project was funded last 
year by the Borough Council’s Capital 
Project Fund.

Built over the past seven months the 
space created will give the school the 
ability to teach children from the age of 
three whilst also creating a community 
hub that will give parents and the wider 
community the opportunity to take an 

active role in the school.
Councillor Sylvia Liddle Chair of 

Governors for the schools said: “These 
new buildings are fantastic. The inclu-
sion of the nursery will allow the school 
to provide the best possible education 
and further opportunities for children 
and parents within the community.”

Rachel Cairney, Head Teacher, said: 
“Everyone in school is extremely proud 
and pleased with this opportunity to pro-
vide more services to parents and our lo-
cal community.  This is an exciting time 
for Intack Primary School.”

Councillor Dave Harling, Executive 
Member for Schools and Education 
said: “It is really important as a Council 
that we invest in both primary and sec-
ondary schools. The Authority has been 
hit hard over the past few years but we 
must always ensure our children and 
young people get the best possible start 
in life. This investment and others like it 
will allow this to happen.

Your can see more pictures for the 
event below, as well as listening to 
Councillor Dave Harling, Linda Clegg, 
Director of Children Services and Head-
teacher Rachel Cairney all discuss the 
benefits of the new buildings.

CiviC digNitarieS Mark SCHooL’S opeNiNg

The nSPCC has launched a new 
e-Safety education campaign – 
Share Aware - aimed at parents 
to help their children surf the 
internet securely.

Blackburn with Darwen Council 
is supporting the campaign and 
encouraging parents in the borough 
to get on board. 

Research shows that many 
parents feel confused by the 
internet and out of their depth in 
understanding what their children are 
doing online and what the risks might 
be.

The Share Aware campaign aims 
to give parents the tools to have these 
conversations and directs parents to 
a range of new resources, including 

net Aware, a simple nSPCC guide to 
the social networks, sites and apps 
children use – as rated by parents 
and young people themselves.

The guide has three main 
purposes:

· to provide an overview of 
sites, apps and games that children 
and young people use from a user-
perspective;

· to give parents the confidence 
to facilitate balanced and informed 
conversations about what their 
children are doing online; and

· to encourage parents to look 
at social networking platforms 
themselves and form their own views 
about the appropriateness of popular 
sites for their children.

The Share Aware campaign will 
also include two animations that will 
be shown on prime time television 
and on digital spaces. 

These films have a serious 
message from the stories of two 
children who share too much about 
themselves on-line. 

Councillor Frank Connor, 
Blackburn with Darwen Council’s 
Executive Member for Children’s 
Services, said: “I am sure many 
parents will welcome this campaign 
– There will be quite a lot of children 
in Blackburn and Darwen who will 
have access to computers, tablets, 
smartphones and games consoles 
and while these can be very 
entertaining, some safety measures 

are often needed.
“The threats that can lie online 

are a worry for parents and this 
campaign is designed to give 
really useful advice about social 
networks and other sites that 
children are likely to visit, and to 
encourage them to feel confident 
in talking to their children about 
online safety and what they share 
when they socialise online. 

Some people online are not 
who they say they are and this 
can be a real danger to children. 
I hope people take a look and 
get talking with their children.”

Find out more at http://
www.nspcc.org.uk/shareaware

“THE THREATS THAT 
CAN LIE ONLINE ARE A 
WORRY FOR PARENTS 
AND THIS CAMPAIGN 
IS DESIGNED TO GIVE 
REALLY USEFUL ADVICE”
- Councillor Frank Connor

A once neglected suburban 
Blackburn train station has been 
dramatically transformed thanks 
to dozens of helping hands in the 
borough.

Blackburn with Darwen Council, 
Community Rail Lancashire, pupils 
from St Francis Primary School, the 
local scouts, cubs and beavers from 
the Feniscliffe pack and over a dozen 
community groups have worked 
alongside local artist Alastair nicholson 
on the project called ‘All Change at 
Cherry Tree’ to improve the platform.

The project is aimed at 
reconnecting the community with the 
railway station and reducing anti-social 
behaviour on and around the station.

People of all ages and abilities 
have been part of the campaign. It has 
been funded via the Blackburn with 
Darwen Local Transport Plan and the 
Council’s COnnECT project, a scheme 
to promote sustainable transport in the 
borough.

The overall aim was to help 
regenerate the local railway station 
through community involvement linking 
local community groups, schools, 

Blackburn College and the Community 
Pay Back scheme.

They have all pulled together to 
help establish a gateway to the local 
neighbourhood and nearby Witton 
Country Park.

Over 10 tons of rubbish and 

vegetation has been cleared, over 
2000 bulbs and 150 plants planted, 11 
pieces of artwork created, a sculpture 
of stone ceramic alongside bird boxes 
and insect hotels that have been 
made to compliment the new waiting 
shelters.

The project has also seen the 
fencing repaired and repainted and 
CCTV installed to help commuters feel 
safe.

The scheme was part of the 
development of local rail stations in the 
borough having recently completed 
work at Mill Hill station in partnership 
with northern Rail, network Rail and 
the local Community Rail Partnership 
(CRP).

INCREASED PASSENGERS

The success of this scheme has 
dramatically reduced incidents of 
vandalism and trespass and much 
improved the waiting environment.

Councillor Maureen Bateson, 
Executive Member for Regeneration, 
said: “The number of people using 
these stations has dramatically 
increased over the last few years 
and it is a testament to the work of 
the Council in partnership with the 
Community Rail Partnership that 
investment is being respected at these 
once problem stations.

“Involving our young people in 

these projects has been a priority to 
give them a real sense of ownership 
and pride for their own environment. I 
would like to thank everyone for their 
hardwork on creating a welcoming and 
colourful waiting environment that we 
can all be proud of.”

Richard Watts, CRL Partnership 
Secretary, added: “Community Rail 
Lancashire has been proud to work 
with its partner Blackburn with Darwen 
BC to develop this imaginative project 
at Cherry Tree.

VIRTUAL MINE SHAFT

“The development of the virtual 
mine shaft linking the station to Witton 
Park has been a real highlight for this 
project and has involved a large cross 
section of the community.

“We hope that passengers will 
appreciate the new and improved 
facilities and take time to look at the 
other changes that make Cherry Tree 
a much more pleasant place today to 
catch the train.”

aLL CHaNge at CHerry tree

pareNtS get New HeLp to keep kidS Safe oNLiNe
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Health

new teams made up of nhS and social staff 
have launched across Blackburn with darwen.

Groups of district nurses, community matrons, 
reablement staff, social workers, mental health 
workers and healthcare assistants are working more 
closely together in local areas to jointly plan and co-
ordinate the care they provide for local residents – a 
way of working known as ‘integrated care’.

The teams will be operating in four local areas 
across Blackburn with Darwen East, West, north and 
Darwen – across the boundaries covered by groups 
of GP practices (see map). The integrated teams will 
meet weekly to  develop joint care plans for individuals 
with increasing or additional health and care support  
needs and those who are most at risk of unplanned 
hospital admissions.  Local GPs are also involved in 
these discussions, helping to identify patients who 
could benefit from joined up health and social care. 
Care plans will be agreed with patients and their 
families and carers. 

The new arrangement will benefit people with a mix 
of health and social care needs who have previously 
had to deal with two or more organisations, including 
older people with multiple long term conditions such 
as diabetes and heart disease. 

Services will be co-ordinated around individual 
needs, reducing duplication and removing the need 
for patients to tell the same story to several different 
professionals. As part of the work, there will be more 
emphasis on supporting people to feel confident 
to better manage their own conditions, with the 
assistance of family and friends.

Similar changes are taking place all over the country, 
with councils and GP-led clinical commissioning 
groups being asked to pool their budgets in a single 
pot called the Better Care Fund from April this year. 
In Blackburn with Darwen, the Council and Clinical 
Commissioning Group will be pooling £12.2m as part 
of Better Care Fund plans to support integrated care.

Dr Chris Clayton, Clinical Chief Officer of Blackburn 
with Darwen Clinical Commissioning Group, said: 
“This is all about making it easier for people to get 
the help they need, closer to home and all in one 
place, improving their health, wellbeing and ability to 
live independently, as well as reducing unnecessary 
hospital and residential care admissions.”

Cllr Mohammed Khan, the Council’s Executive 
Member for Health and Adult Social Care, said: “We 
have an ageing population with more complex health 
and social care needs than ever before. Integrated 

care is the answer to managing the demand on 
health and care services in the long term and 
although it’s still early days, we’re already seeing 
positive results, with residents reporting improved 
wellbeing, increased confidence in managing 
their conditions and reduced emergency hospital 
admissions.”

The integrated local area teams are part of a 
wider programme of activity between Council, 
nHS and voluntary sector partners in Blackburn 
with Darwen, that also include intensive home 
support for people at risk of a hospital or residential 
care admission, joint working to support hospital 
discharge, new schemes to support people with 
dementia and their families and carers, enhanced 
support from voluntary organisations and new 
support for carers. For more information please 
speak to your GP.

HeaLtH aNd SoCiaL Care JoiN forCeS 
aCroSS BLaCkBurN witH darweN

Blackburn resident Edward (not 
his real name) is one of the first 
people to benefit from health and 
social care professionals working 
together in the community.

 Edward, who is in his 80s, 
suffered from swollen legs and 
a number of other health issues, 
which meant he had to see several 
health professionals including his 
GP, community matrons and district 
nurses.

 The new integrated team in the 
East local area close to Edward’s 
home worked together to plan his 
care and they have also been able to 
link him into other services including 
adult social care.

 Edward’s community matron 
oversees all his health and social 
care, meaning he can speak to 
one person who knows everything 
about the support and treatment he 
receives.

 Edward says that having a 
system where organisations can talk 

to each other has really helped to sort 
his issues out, adding: “I was really 
down and just wanted some help, but 
between the community matron and 
my GP they got that sorted, so I have 
done really well in that respect.”

 His community matron Debbie 
Ainsworth said that because there 
was such close working, it led to 
more effective communication, and 
responded directly to the patient’s 
need, avoiding admissions to hospital 
and visits to the GP.

She said: “Because we had that 
close working between ourselves, 
the GP and the district nurses, we 
were able to put our heads together 
and come up with a quick effective 
response.

 “There is more effective 
communication, it is responsive to 
the patient need, and it means that 
we can reduce those unplanned 
admissions to hospital and keep the 
patient where they want to be.”

Here’s where to go for help if 
you are normally fit and well:

If you are ill and don’t know  
where to turn, call 111

Colds, minor coughs, runny noses,  
sore throats

Diarrhoea, headaches, colds and flu

Persistent vomiting, ear pain, back  
pain, stomach ache, cough for more 
than three weeks

Urgent illness which will not wait until  
a GP appointment at your own surgery 
is available

Cuts, animal bites, strains and sprains, 
suspected broken bones

For serious conditions and injuries  
such as suspected broken bones  
which require immediate care but  
are not life threatening

Choking, chest pains, blacking out, 
blood loss

Self Care

Pharmacy 

GP Appointment

Walk-in Centre 
(Accrington)

Minor Injuries 
Unit (Rossendale 

or Accrington)

Urgent Care 
Centre

999 or A&E

SiNgLe teaM traNSforMS 
edward’S Care

CaSe Study

think!
Do you really need to be at A & E? We know that 

around a third of people who go to A & E at Royal 
Blackburn Hospital don’t need to be  there and 
could have got more appropriate care elsewhere.

If you are normally fit and healthy, many minor 
illnesses, such as coughs and colds, can be treated 
at home or with help from the local pharmacy.  
Most colds are caused by viruses, so even if you 
go to your GP, he or she probably won’t give you 
antibiotics as they won’t work.  You should only 

Why wait for 4 hours at A & E or Urgent Care 
when you could be treating your illness at home with 
over-the-counter remedies or paracetamol.  

Consult the list opposite for guidance or, if you 
can’t decide where to go, call 111 and they can help 
you to choose the best place. 

More information can be found here 
http://www.blackburnwithdarwenccg.nhs.uk/

health/campaigns/think-right-treatment-right-
place/
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review of Scrutiny Meeting
FOCUS ON PERFORMANCE

By Councillor James Shorrock, chair of policy and corporate resources overview committee

It’s been a busy few months with 
lots of important issues to consider 
for scrutiny. 

Some of the major matters for 
scrutiny to look into have been around 
anti-social behaviour,  Domestic 
Abuse and reducing re-offending.

Members have also agreed to 
monitor progress on the 20mph speed 
pilot.

Moving forwards for the remainder 
of the year the Regeneration and 

neighbourhoods Committee will be 
undertaking a review of Parking and 
Enforcement in the Borough – Making 
sure our Town Centres are attractive and 
accessible to residents and visitors. 

PUBLIC TRANSPORT

The Executive Member for Children’s 
Services held a discussion with Members 
on Council services available to care 
leavers wishing to access support. 

Members also received a response from 
Transdev to recommendations made by 
the Committee, regarding accessibility 
and affordability of public transport for 
young people.

Importantly, the Health and Adults 
Committee will be continuing its review 
on foodbanks and food poverty. The 
Committee will receive a briefing on 
the subject covering, UK food for all, 
Blackburn Foodbank, Breakfast clubs in 
Blackburn and food for all day 2015.

FOODBANK
The community in shadsworth has 
raised £600 towards Blackburn 
Foodbank.

Councillor Ron O’Keeffe, gave 
the money to Ros Duerden who 
manages Blackburn Foodbank.

The money was raised at 
the weekly lottery sessions at 
Shadsworth Community Centre.

Blackburn Foodbank is moving 
to new premises, from their 
Brunswick Street site to a new base 
at Oakenhurst Road.

Councillor O’Keeffe said: “In 
Shadsworth, we know the value 
of the work that is done by the 
Blackburn Foodbank and the 
residents are very happy to be 
offering financial support to such a 
worthy cause.

Ros said:“This is a very generous 
gift from the people of Shadsworth 
and arrives just as the Foodbank is 
moving to bigger premises where we 
will be able to offer more services to 
our guests.”

HOlOcAust 
MeMOriAl DAy

Blackburn with Darwen residents 
came out in force, with around 
120 people gathering to remem-
ber all the victims of genocide for 
Holocaust Memorial Day.

The event included speeches 
from Derek Estill, Rabbi Arnold 
Saunders BA Hons, the Mayor of 
Blackburn with Darwen, Councillor 
Alan Cottam, and short prayers by 
representatives from various reli-
gious faiths.

nine schools took part in the 
ceremony, including short prayers, 
and also presentations.

The day commemorated all 
those who were affected by the Ho-
locaust in which six million Jews and 
thousands of others lost their lives.

The ceremony also remembered 
the victims of more recent geno-
cides such as Rwanda, Cambodia, 
Bosnia and Darfur.

The theme for this year’s event 
was ‘’Keep the Memory Alive’. 
January 27 2015 marked the 70th 
anniversary of the liberation of Aus-
chwitz-Birkenau, as well as the 20th 
anniversary of the Genocide in Sre-
benica, Bosnia, so it was particularly 
appropriate that the theme for this 
year focuses on memory.

The Interfaith Forum once again 
supported the event which took 
place in Blackburn Town Hall’s 
Council Chamber.

The Mayor said: “The numbers 
present is testament to the strong 
feelings that we should never for-
get such atrocities, with people of 
all ages marking the occasion and 
ensuring that we keep the memory 
alive for generations to come.”

Investment and upgrading could 
be coming to the borough’s railways 
– meaning better journeys to Man-
chester, Clitheroe, preston and York 
and economic growth for the area.

It would see the electrification of 
these rail services which would speed 
up journeys and improve the quality of 
trains on Blackburn with Darwen’s rail 
network.

These better connections and trav-
el times would help to further boost the 
borough’s economy, through encourag-
ing businesses, job growth and tourism 
and numbers of visitors to the area.

A recommendation was made by 
Patrick McLoughlin MP, Secretary of 
State for Transport, as part of a report 
developed by an independent Electrifi-
cation Task Force which examined 32 
routes across the north.

The task force was partnered by 
Rail north for the report, called the 
‘Final Report into the prioritisation for 
future electrifications schemes in the 
north’

There are 12 routes in Tier One 
which the Task Force is recommend-
ing be progressed, two of which if de-
veloped would provide an electrified 
network for the borough –these are the 
Calder Valley line which links Blackburn 
to Preston and Blackpool to the West 
and Leeds and York to the East and the 
Bolton to Clitheroe section of the Ribble 
Valley line which connects Blackburn 
and Darwen to Bolton and Manchester 
in the south and Clitheroe in the north.

The Task Force put economic 
growth and connectivity first in its con-
siderations, as part of the emerging 
‘northern Powerhouse’ concept. Three 
core criteria were agreed: economic 

benefits; impact on services, costs and 
environment; and providing better train 
capacity and quality.

Councillor Maureen Bateson, 
Blackburn with Darwen Coun-
cil’s Executive Member for 
Regeneration, said:

This announcement 
is welcome news and 
something we have 
been campaigning 
for over a number of 
years.”

Investment in 
electrification will 
bring forward 
significant eco-
nomic benefits 
for the region, 
suppor t ing 
b u s i n e s s , 

tourism and job growth and contribut-
ing to the prosperity of Lancashire and 
the rest of the north of England through 
better connections, faster journeys and 

better trains.”

Working with authorities 
across the north and with 

the Department for Trans-
port we are trying to en-
sure the best possible 
foundations are set for 
the north of England’s 
future rail network.

BOROugh COuLd geT Big 
BOOST TO RAiL SeRViCeS

heLP FOR CAReRS in BLACkBuRn WiTh dARWen
A local charity supporting 
carers is inviting carers and 
professionals to a special 
event in June.

Blackburn with Darwen Carers 
Service is hosting the ‘Building 
Stronger Partnerships and Support 
for Carers’ event.

It is being held on June 8 
2015 from 9.30am-12.30 at King 
Georges Hall in Blackburn.

A carer is someone who, 
without payment, provides help 
and support to a partner, child, 

relative, friend or neighbour who 
could not manage without their 
help. The people carers care for 
include those with dementia, 
learning or physical disabilities, 
mental ill health and/or drugs and 
alcohol issues.

Taking on a caring role can 
be very rewarding in many cases 
and with the right support carers 
can continue caring for many 
years. However, caring can lead 
to carers facing a life of poverty, 
isolation, frustration, ill health and 

depression.
Many carers also work and 

are trying to juggle jobs alongside 
undertaking a caring role; whilst 
others give up an income, future 
employment prospects and 
pension rights.

The charity works with carers 
to help address concerns, provide 
support, whilst also co-ordinating 
and signposting to other specialist 
services within the borough.

Carers are invited to come 
along and find out about what the 

Carers Service offers for carers, 
and the difference that the service, 
working together with other 
professionals in the borough, have 
made to the lives of carers which 
have resulted in life changing 
experiences for carers.

Advisers will also be available 
on the day for guests to ask any 
questions about the service.

For further information or to 
book onto the event please contact 
the charity on 01254 688440 or 
email at admin@bwdcarers.org.uk
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Rovers in the Shuttle

CUP DUO DELIGHT 
SOCCER SCHOOLS!

CAPTAIN’S PRAISE 
FOR CUP HEROES

CUP DUO DELIGHT 
SOCCER SCHOOLS!

FOR CUP HEROES

Two of Rovers’ FA Cup heroes teamed up with the club’s 
Community Trust to delight local youngsters attending Rovers’ 
ever-popular Half-Term Soccer Camps.

Chris Taylor, who has netted three times in the competition, and 
Simon Eastwood, who has been an ever-present in goal during Rovers’ 

remarkable run to the quarter-fi nal stage, made the special visit to 
Blackburn Rovers Indoor Centre.

The star duo joined in with a couple of small-sided 
games, before being quizzed about their careers in an 

entertaining Q&A. 
Jonny Ellithorn, of Blackburn Rovers Community 

Trust, said: “It was great to see both Chris and 
Simon give up their own time after training to come 
and visit all the children on our Sport and Activity 
Camps. 

“The children loved the opportunity to ask 
them questions and have a kick around with 
players they’re used to seeing only at Ewood 
Park on a Saturday. 

“It’s only a small thing for the players to do, 
but they are creating memories to last a lifetime 
and hopefully Rovers fans of the future.”

Every school holiday sees Rovers inundated 
with applications from families wanting to 
send their children or grandchildren on one 
of the club’s fun and friendly junior football 
courses for children of all abilities aged 
5-11.

Rovers’ highly-qualifi ed coaches deliver 
fun-fi lled football sessions and a varied 
coaching programme, to keep the action 
stimulating and to develop their sporting and 
inter-personal skills, with a guarantee that no 
two days are the same.

The superb value-for-money offering costs 
just £12 per child per day. Book for the full fi ve-day 

week and it works out at just £9.80 per day – with two 
tickets to a game at Ewood Park thrown in for FREE!

For more information call the Community Trust on 01254 
296256 or email faye.billington@brfctrust.co.uk.

Captain Grant Hanley is 
delighted that Blackburn Rovers’ 
impressive run in this season’s 
FA Cup has put the club back in 
the limelight.

Rovers kicked off the cup 
campaign with victory at Charlton 
Athletic, before seeing off a double 
header of Premier League opposition.

Swansea City were dispatched 3-1 
at Ewood Park, before Gary Bowyer’s 
troops put in the performance of the 
season with a 4-1 victory over Mark 
Hughes’ Stoke City in the fi fth round.

Rovers were rewarded with a 
glamour tie against Liverpool at 
Anfi eld in the quarter-fi nal as they 
looked to write another chapter in the 
club’s celebrated history and Hanley 
admits he is proud to play for such a 
prestigious club.

“Blackburn are a massive club 
and their past successes were 
certainly a major factor in me coming 
here,” said the 23-year-old Scotland 
international. “They were a Premier 
League club at the time and it was a 
no brainer. 

“Our main target now is getting 
this club back to where it belongs 
and we are always working hard to 
achieve that.

“There are photos all over the 
training ground of good times that the 
club have had, just to remind the lads 
what we should aspire to. 

“I’ve been here since I was young 
and coming through the ranks you 
get to know the club well and what 
it’s all about. It is a great honour for 
me to captain a club like this.”

Ahead of the trip to Anfi eld, the 
defender insisted Rovers’ progress to 
latter stages of the competition may 
have shocked many, but not those 
connected to the club.    

“We haven’t had a particulary 
great season league-wise,” admitted 
Hanley. “But we have turned up on FA 
Cup days and beaten big sides and 
proved that we can do it.

“We might have surprised a few 
people outside of the club, but not 
really ourselves. We know that we 
have a lot of quality in our side.

“One of our biggest strengths is 
that we have people in the team that 
can score goals, not just the strikers, 
but from midfi eld too. And that’s 

what we have done against Premier 
League opposition.

“These are the kind of days why 
you want to be involved in football – 
to test yourself against the best. No 
doubt it will be a tough game, but 
we are all really looking forward to 
it.

“There is of course an element 
of fear going to face such a top 
side at a venue like Anfi eld, but 
that’s normal. We have to go there 
organised and with a game plan. 

“I don’t see why we can’t 
write another chapter in the 
club’s history. It is the FA Cup and 
stranger things have happened, 
even in this season’s competition.  

“It’s been too long since we 
have had anything to celebrate, 
so it would be nice for everyone 
involved to have a trip to 
Wembley.”


